
ORDINANCE NO. 29-2012 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COMMITTEE OF TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON,  
COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 145 

ENTITLED “NOISE” OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON 
 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Committee, Township of Harrison, have determined that certain 
amendments to Chapter 145 entitled “Noise” are necessary; and 
 

WHEREAS, in all other respects Chapter 145 entitled “Noise” shall remain in full force and effect;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Committee of the Township of 
Harrison, in the County of Gloucester and State of New Jersey, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by 
the authority of same as follows: 
 
Section 1. 
 
A new §145-5 entitled “Engine Compression Brake” shall be added to read in its entirety as follows: 
 

A. Definitions.  The following definitions shall apply to this Section. 
 

(a) “Engine compression brake” shall mean any device that utilizes air compression 
and/or rapid release of compressed air in the cylinders of engines to slow or retard 
vehicle speed.  Examples include, but are not limited to, Jacobs Engine Brake™, also 
known as Jack Brake™ engine retarder; Pacbrake™ engine brake; TecBrake™ 
engine brake; D-Celerator™ diesel exhaust brake; and similar devices that meet the 
definition. 

 
(b) “Noise baffling device” shall mean a properly functioning muffler or engine exhaust 

silencer that eliminates the offensive and disturbing noise caused by use of engine 
compression brakes.  The muffler or engine exhaust silencer must reduce the noise 
to levels meeting vehicle noise emission standards set or authorized by the Noise 
Control Act (42 U.S.C. §4901 et seq.) and the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency, and must also comply with all other federal, state or local laws 
and regulations relating to vehicle noise levels. 

 
(c) “Public safety vehicle” shall mean any vehicle operated by the Harrison Township 

Fire Department or the Harrison Township Police Department, or any other 
emergency vehicle operated by a State, County and/or local agency. 

 
B. Use of Engine Compression Brake Prohibited.  It shall be unlawful for the operator of a motor 

vehicle to engage, or allow to be engaged, operate or use an engine compression brake, or any similar 
mechanical exhaust device designed to aid in the deceleration of any vehicle which results in the 
emission of excessive and loud noise from the vehicle, while the vehicle is operated on any public 
roadway within the municipal limits of the Township of Harrison, County of Gloucester, State of New 
Jersey. 
 

C. Exclusions.  §145-5B. shall not apply to operators of any of the following: 
 

(a) A public safety vehicle; or 
 



(b) A vehicle involved in an emergency wherein the operator of said vehicle reasonably 
believes that use of the engine compression brake is necessary to avoid or mitigate a 
collision or accident. 

 
Section 2. 
 
The Harrison Township Public Works Department is hereby authorized, at the direction of the Township 
Committee, to place traffic control signs and/or devices in appropriate locations that substantially state 
one or more of the following:  “Engine Brake Noise Prohibited”, “Brake Retarders Prohibited”, “Engine 
Braking Prohibited”, “Compression Braking Prohibited” or “Unmuffled Compression Braking Prohibited”.  
 
Section 3. 
 
The existing §145-5 and §145-6 shall be renumbered accordingly. 
 
Section 4. 
 
Repealer. 
 
All prior Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the 
extent of such inconsistencies. 
 
Section 5. 
 
Severability. 
 
Should any section, clause, sentence, phrase or provision of this Ordinance be declared unconstitutional 
or invalid by a Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this 
Ordinance. 
 
Section 6. 
 
When effective. 
 
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication in accordance with law.   
 
        TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON 

 
 
             BY:      
              LOUIS F. MANZO, MAYOR 
ATTEST: 

 
       
DIANE L. MALLOY, Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 



NOTICE 
 
The Ordinance published herein was introduced and passed upon first reading at a meeting of 

the Mayor and Committee of the Township of Harrison, in the County of Gloucester and State of New 
Jersey, held on May 21, 2012.  It will be further considered for final passage, after public hearing hereon, 
at a meeting of said Mayor and Committee to be held in the Township’s Municipal Building, 114 Bridgeton 
Pike, Mullica Hill, New Jersey 08062, in the Township, on June 4, 2012 at 7:30 P.M.  During the week 
prior and up to and including the date of such meeting, copies of said Ordinance will be made available at 
the Clerk's office at the Municipal Building, 114 Bridgeton Pike, in the Township, to the members of the 
general public who shall request the same.  
 

              
       DIANE L. MALLOY 

Municipal Clerk 
 
 


