
ORDINANCE NO. 35-2012 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COMMITTEE OF TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON,  
COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 149 

ENTITLED “PARKS AND RECREATION AREAS” OF THE CODE OF  
THE TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON 

 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Committee, Township of Harrison, have determined that certain 
amendments to Chapter 149 entitled “Parks and Recreation Areas” are necessary; and 
 

WHEREAS, in all other respects Chapter 149 entitled “Parks and Recreation Areas” shall remain 
in full force and effect;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Committee of the Township of 
Harrison, in the County of Gloucester and State of New Jersey, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by 
the authority of same as follows: 
 
Section 1. 
 
A new Article II entitled “Athletic Fields and Recreational Facilities Use Policy” shall be added to read as 
follows: 
 

Article II 
Athletic Fields and Recreational Facilities Use Policy 

 
§149-10. Purpose. 
 
This Article embodies the policies and procedures which govern recreation facility use and users in order 
to ensure proper care and maintenance of athletic fields and other recreational facilities, owned by the 
Township of Harrison, and by the Harrison Township Board of Education, and to assure fair and efficient 
access to those facilities. The primary use of municipal recreation areas and facilities is for public 
recreation and athletic activities. Municipal facilities may be made available for such activities if not in 
conflict with repair, rehabilitation or maintenance of the fields or facility.  Factors to be considered in 
determining permission for use, as well as permission for type of use, are: current capital improvements 
or rehabilitation, regular maintenance, extent of wear and tear to be caused by current or proposed use, 
coordination of uses, efficient scheduling, location of facility, and availability of services at a particular 
facility. All facility users shall comply with all applicable federal, state and local laws; such user shall pay 
all the costs, expenses, fines, penalties and damages which may be imposed by the Municipality by 
reason of, or arising out of, the user’s failure to fully and promptly comply with all legal requirements, and 
observe all the provisions of this policy. 
 
§149-11. List of Facilities Governed.   
 
The outdoor athletic fields and outdoor recreational facilities within the Township of Harrison are listed 
according to ownership as follows: 
 
1. Board of Education and Township Athletic Fields and Recreational Facilities 
 
 School      Field/Facility 
 
 Pleasant Valley School    All purpose fields 
         Football field 
 



2. Township Recreation Areas 
 
 Locations     Field/Facility 
 
 Ella Harris Park     Baseball fields 
         Tennis courts 
         All purpose fields 
 
 William Wilt Soccer Complex   Soccer fields 
 
This policy also applies to other field/facilities not listed above, now and in the future. 
 
§149-12. Priority of Use by Category. 
 
Permits for field/facility use are issued by category (and in priority order) in which the organization or 
event is placed. Category 1 user/event has priority over Category II, III and IV user/event. Permits must 
be available for review at time of field use. 
  
1. Category I Permit Use 
 
 Recreation Commission or Township Committee Directly Sponsored Activities 
 
 These activities include all athletic and non-athletic program offerings and special events.  
 
2.  Category II Permit Use  
 
 Harrison Township Teams in Established Leagues or Clubs 
 
 These teams are associated with organizations that have been established to serve the 

recreational and/or athletic interest of the participants. A minimum of ninety percent (90%) of the 
participants must be residents of Harrison Township.  All permits will be issued through the 
Harrison Township Recreation Commission after approval by the Parks and Open Space 
Advisory Committee.  A written roster, proof of insurance and a hold harmless agreement must be 
submitted at the time of application to the issuing entity. All written rosters must include the name 
and address of each player and coach.  No permits will be issued unless this criterion is met.  
Independent organizations that have used the facility during a prior year shall have priority over 
an applicant who has not used the facility in a prior year as long as the organization continues to 
meet the criterion set forth above. 

 
3. Category III Permit/Use  
 
 Township Group Field Requests  
 
 These groups are made up of residents of Harrison Township, the Clearview Regional sending 

district, or businesses located in Harrison Township who request the use of facilities on an 
occasional basis when space is available. A minimum of ninety percent (90%) of the group must 
reside or work full-time in Harrison Township or Clearview Regional sending district.  A written 
roster, proof of insurance and hold harmless agreement must be submitted at the time of 
application to the issuing entity. All written rosters must include the name and address of each 
player and coach.  No permits will be issued unless this criterion is met.  In the event more than 
one group makes application for the use of the field facilities for the same date(s) or season, then 
the group with the largest percentage of participants meeting the criteria for a Category III user 
shall have priority.  All permits will be issued through the Harrison Township Recreation 
Commission after approval by the Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee. 



4. Category IV Permit/Use 
 

 Group and Privately Operated Programs Field Requests   
 
These groups are made up of persons consisting of a group that is less than ninety percent (90%) 
of Harrison Township residents, or do not work full-time in Harrison Township. A written roster, 
proof of insurance and hold harmless agreement must be submitted at the time of application to 
the issuing entity. All written rosters must include the name and address of each player and 
coach.  No permits will be issued unless this criterion is met.  All permits will be issued through 
the Harrison Township Recreation Commission after approval by the Parks and Open Space 
Advisory Committee. 

 
*All Category II, III and IV permits will bear the notice that a program carried on by a “Category I” 
organization can claim priority in unusual circumstances. The Parks and Open Space Advisory 
Committee reserves the right to request written copies of all team rosters, complete with names, 
addresses, phone numbers, and/or places of employment or business. 
 
§149-13. Allocation of Fields and Facilities. 
 
The fields/facilities use a schedule created by the Recreation Commission, after approval and adoption by 
the Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee, that will establish the opening and closing dates for 
field/facilities use, as well as the period of time affected by that schedule. The schedule will serve as a 
permit for use of the facility named. Responsible officials within the Township (police, emergency 
services, Public Works Department, and others) and within the BOE (building principals, custodial staff, 
and others) will receive a copy of the fields/facilities schedule. 
 
The fields/facilities schedule will be divided as follows: week days (a.m./p.m.), Saturdays (a.m./p.m.) and 
Sundays (a.m./p.m.).  The schedule may be further subdivided if desired to accommodate needs, and no 
group shall reserve more time than necessary for a function or event. Special note will be made of time 
slot variations due to special events (tournaments, town events, Harrison Township Day and other 
Township/school events are examples). 
 
Communication is the key to efficient maximization of use of scarce recreational facilities. Consistent with 
that goal, any assigned user must notify the Recreation Director or the Director’s designee, of expected 
non-use of a particular facility, at a particular time. Every effort should be made to do so at least 7 
calendar days in advance. This non-use policy does not apply to weather cancellations.  If a team or 
group does not use a facility on their scheduled date/time on two (2) occasions in the same season, the 
Recreation Commission may deny the team or group’s application the following year. 
 
1. Notes Concerning Scheduling 
 

Priority of assignment is made based upon the categories established above. Priority is given 
within a particular sport’s designated “season”.  In-season sports have equal status to each other; 
out of season sports have equal status to each other. Recognizing that most sports have some 
program on more than an in-season basis, consideration should be made to accommodate the 
out-of-season sport’s minimum necessary allocation for (a) games as a first priority and (b) 
practices as a second priority. Assignment of particular fields will be done with an effort towards 
accommodating such use rather than simply on a preference basis; efficient, coordinated use is 
the goal. 
 



 (a) Game Delays 
 

Youth sports activities are often subject to delays due to late arriving opponents and/or 
officials, or emergencies. In such cases, use may extend beyond the normal time. Likewise, 
overtime and extra innings can require additional time. Other users take their starting time 
subject to previous team’s right to complete their games and with the knowledge that 
termination of the activity is not solely within the control of the representative. However, 
practices may not delay the start of the next user session. 

 
 (b) Makeup Schedule 
 

Under unusual circumstances, the Recreation Commission, after consultation with a member 
of the Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee., has the right to bump a previously 
scheduled activity provided at least 12 hours notice is given to the assigned user at the 
original site. Every effort should be made to limit such late rescheduling. 

 
2.  Field Closings Due to Weather** 
 

All users of athletic fields are subject to the determination of field playing conditions on a daily 
basis. Determination is made on week-days at 2:30 pm and on weekends by 10:00 am by the 
leadership of the organization/team scheduled to use the field.  However, the Township’s Public 
Works Superintendent and/or a member of the Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee may 
determine to close a field if the conditions are such that they may be potentially harmful to the 
participants and/or the fields.  The decision of the Township’s Public Works Superintendent 
and/or a member of the Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee is final.  Generally, all users 
are subject to the same standard for closure. Nevertheless, determination will be made on a field-
by-field basis, as well as a user-by-user basis where conditions are such that some fields may be 
playable while others are not, and some users may do less damage by use than others.  
 
**Any failure to follow the decisions made will result in forfeiture of the offending 
organization’s/team’s remaining permit use without refund. 

 
3. Special Events 
 

Township of Harrison is known to sponsor special events such as sport tournaments, Harrison 
Township Day including parade and fireworks, summer movies and many others. Every effort will 
be made to accommodate events that may coincide with Harrison Township special events. 
Exceptions can only be granted by the Recreation Commission, after review and approval by the 
Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee 

 
§149-14. Facility Use Rules and Regulations. 
 
1. Use of any active recreation area by a group of more than six (6) participants playing on the same 

field is authorized by permit only. Permits must be available for review at time of facility/field use. 
 
2. Athletic fields/facilities may not be used before 8:00 am or after dusk, except where lights are utilized. 

The Township has a 9:00 p.m. “lights out” time for all outdoor facilities. Practices and games should 
be scheduled to end BEFORE this time with the lights to be turned off as soon as the players and 
spectators leave the field. 

 
3. Each organization/team is required to supply their own equipment and improvements to 

accommodate the needs of their event.  No organization/team is permitted to utilize the equipment or 
improvements of another organization/team utilizing the same field/facility without their written 
permission. 

 



4. All trash must be placed in proper receptacles. Users are expected to leave the facility in the same 
condition in which it was found, or better. 

 
5. Concession sales are by separate permit only in compliance with all Township ordinances. 
 
6. Warm-ups for the next scheduled event must be performed so as not to interfere with existing event 

and so as not to endanger the welfare of all participants, spectators and facilities. 
 
7. All managers, coaches, or persons in charge of a group using the fields will be responsible for the 

conduct of all participants, spectators and others connected with the activity, including visiting teams 
and opponents. 

 
§149-15. Field Modifications.   
 
Any proposed changes to fields or parks should be submitted to the Parks and Open Space Advisory 
Committee to consider impact upon facility use. Those requested changes, along with a recommendation, 
by the Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee, will be forwarded to the Township Committee for 
consideration. This would include the development of active recreation areas from property not currently 
used for that purpose. It may include the installation of fields, fences, structures, scoreboards, permanent 
stands and permanent lighting. It would not include the replacement of any current structure (an old 
backstop with a new one of roughly the same size) or the repair or replacement of existing fencing. Those 
matters will be the responsibility of the Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee.  The placement 
location of all movable items (portable stands, soccer goals, batting cages, blocking sleds, temporary 
fencing, etc) will be the responsibility of the league, organization or club using the facility.  
 
§149-16. Permit Fee Schedule.  
  
See Permit Fee Schedule attached hereto. 
 
  
Events/games which will utilize facility lighting will require additional fees to any other permit 
fees. 
 
Any Category III or IV organization which has expended funds for capital improvements and/or the 
maintenance and upkeep of a field/facility shall be provided with a credit towards permit fees for 
the subsequent season.  The amount of credit for subsequent permit fees shall be determined in 
the sole discretion by the Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee. 
 
§149-17. Violations and Penalties. 
 
Any person, entity or corporation who or which violates any provision of this Article shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be punishable by one or more of the following:  
 
 (1) A fine of not less than $50.00 nor more than $2,000.00.  
 
 (2) A period of community service up to but not exceeding 90 days.  
 
 (3) Any combination of the above. 
 
Each day that a violation exists, occurs or continues shall constitute a separate offense for the purpose of 
imposing the penalties referred to above.  
 



Any person who is convicted of violating this Article within one year of the date of a previous violation of 
the same ordinance and who was fined for the previous violation, shall be sentenced by the Court to an 
additional fine as a repeat offender.  The additional fine imposed by the Court upon a person for a 
repeated offense shall not be less than the minimum or exceed the maximum fine fixed for a violation of 
the ordinance, but shall be calculated separately from the fine imposed for the violation of the ordinance. 
 
Section 2. 
 
Repealer. 
 
All prior Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the 
extent of such inconsistencies. 
 
Section 3. 
 
Severability. 
 
Should any section, clause, sentence, phrase or provision of this Ordinance be declared unconstitutional 
or invalid by a Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this 
Ordinance. 
 
Section 4. 
 
When effective. 
 
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication in accordance with law.   
 
        TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON 

 
 
             BY:      
              LOUIS F. MANZO, MAYOR 
ATTEST: 

 
       
DIANE L. MALLOY, Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 



NOTICE 
 
The Ordinance published herein was introduced and passed upon first reading at a meeting of 

the Mayor and Committee of the Township of Harrison, in the County of Gloucester and State of New 
Jersey, held on July 2, 2012.  It will be further considered for final passage, after public hearing hereon, at 
a meeting of said Mayor and Committee to be held in the Township’s Municipal Building, 114 Bridgeton 
Pike, Mullica Hill, New Jersey 08062, in the Township, on August 6, 2012 at 7:30 P.M.  During the week 
prior and up to and including the date of such meeting, copies of said Ordinance will be made available at 
the Clerk's office at the Municipal Building, 114 Bridgeton Pike, in the Township, to the members of the 
general public who shall request the same.  
 

              
       DIANE L. MALLOY 

Municipal Clerk 
 
 



§149-16
 

HARRISON TOWNSHIP ATHLETIC & RECREATION FIELDS 
PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE 

 
PLEASANT VALLEY SCHOOL 
     
All Purpose Fields Category II Category III Category IV* 
 
Per organization/Per season†/daily use rate 

 
No Fee 

 
$275.00 

 
$550.00 

 
Football Field Category II Category III Category IV* 
 
Per organization/Per season†/daily use rate 

 
No Fee 

 
$1,000.00 

 
$2,000.00 

 
ELLIS HARRIS PARK 
     
Baseball Fields Category II Category III Category IV* 
 
Per organization/Per season†/daily use rate 

 
No Fee 

 
$400.00 

 
$800.00 

     
Tennis Courts  Category II Category III Category IV* 
 
Per organization/Per court, for a 2 hour use 

 
No Fee 

 
$ 50.00 

 
$100.00 

     
All Purpose Fields Category II Category III Category IV* 
 
Per organization/Per season†/daily use rate 

 
No Fee 

 
$275.00 

 
$550.00 

     
WILLIAM WILT SOCCER COMPLEX 
     
Soccer Fields Category II Category III Category IV* 
 
Per organization/Per season†/daily use rate 

 
No Fee 

 
$550.00 

 
$1,100.00 

 
 
†A season is defined as Spring, Summer, Fall, or Winter with an established league or 
organization, 6 days per week, not to exceed 14 weeks, pending approval of the Harrison 
Township Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee, and cannot be defined as 
calendar or yearly. 
 
*Category IV permit fee may not exceed 2x the fee for a Category III permit. 


