
ORDINANCE NO. 4-2012 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON, COUNTY OF GLOUCESTER,  
STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 225 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP 

OF HARRISON ENTITLED “ZONING” AT ARTICLE VIII ENTITLED “SIGNS” 
 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Committee, Township of Harrison, have determined that certain 
amendments to Chapter 225 entitled “Zoning” at Article VIII entitled “Signs” are necessary; and 
 

WHEREAS, the current state of the economy has caused a negative impact upon the business 
community; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Committee recognizes the concerns of the Township’s business 

leaders, and resolves to encourage business investment and economic growth throughout the Township; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, an expedited procedure to allow temporary business signs may encourage and 

assist business investment throughout the Township; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the residents of the Township of Harrison to amend Article 

VIII entitled “Signs” of Chapter 225 entitled “Zoning”; and 
 
WHEREAS, in all other respects Chapter 225 entitled “Zoning” shall remain in full force and 

effect;  
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Committee of the Township of 
Harrison, in the County of Gloucester and State of New Jersey, and it is hereby enacted and ordained by 
the authority of same as follows: 
 
Section 1. 
 
§225-87 entitled “Definitions” shall be amended to read as follows: 
 

 SIGN, BANNER 
 

A temporary sign located on a public building, or on public property, on a building belonging to a 
house of worship, or a charitable, fraternal, or eleemosynary organization or agency, or stretching across 
a public right-of-way (and erected and maintained with the permission of the governing body), which 
promotes an activity, event or festival of a governmental agency, house of worship, or charitable, fraternal 
or eleemosynary organization or agency, or otherwise promotes the public good is constructed of canvas, 
plastic sheeting, paper, cardboard, cloth or other flexible and foldable material without its own supporting 
frame or structure, and is attached to a flat surface such as an exterior wall of a building by cords, ropes, 
elastic bands or other temporary fasteners. 
 
 SIGN, TEMPORARY 
 

 A sign intended to be displayed for a period of time, not in excess of 30 days in any one 
calendar year, unless an additional period of time is approved.  Temporary signs shall be removed within 
three days after the termination of the event twenty-four hours of the date specified in the approval. 
 



Section 2. 
 
§225-89 entitled “General regulations” shall be amended to read as follows: 
 

A. General provisions. 
 

(20) (i)  Non-profit and/or non-commercial Ttemporary signs and banners which promote an 
activity, event or festival of a governmental agency, house of worship, charitable or fraternal 
organization or agency with prior governmental approval by the Township Committee.  Such 
signs and banners may be for governmental purposes or for nonprofit or charitable 
organizations, and tThe duration the sign or banner may be posted shall be at the discretion 
of the Township Committee.  Banners may project over a right-of-way. 

 
B. Regulations for particular types of signs. 
 

(16) Interim Temporary business signs. 
 

All temporary business signs shall require a Permit issued by the Combined Planning Board of 
the Township of Harrison.  No Permit fee is required.  The Applicant shall submit a completed application 
to the Combined Planning Board for review and approval.  Upon approval, the temporary business sign 
may be displayed for the date(s) specified on the Application.   

 
Whenever this temporary business sign section §225-89 conflicts with any other provisions of 

Chapter 225, or any other Township Ordinances, this Section shall supersede any such inconsistency. 
 

(a)  A sign permit may be issued to an approved new business for the display of an 
interim business sign pending the necessary approvals for the business' permanent sign. 

 
(b)  Any such sign shall comply in size, location, etc., with the provisions of this article. 

 
(c)  Any such sign to be located in the Historic District must receive a certificate of 
appropriateness as a minor application. 

 
(d)  Any such sign must meet the setback requirements of the district in which it is placed. 

 
(e)  The sign must be placed in approximately the same location as the permanent sign 
will be installed, unless approved otherwise by the Zoning Officer due to practical 
considerations. 

 
(f)  The interim business sign must be removed upon installation of the permanent sign, 
or expiration of 90 days, whichever is sooner. 

 
A.  Temporary business signs are permitted subject to the following requirements: 

 
(i)   Temporary business signs are permitted in the following zoning districts: 

 
 Commercial District; 
 

Main Street District; 
 

Village Business Commercial District; 
 

Historic District; (A Certificate of Appropriateness shall not be required.)  
 

Professional Office District; and 
 

Planned Industrial District 



(ii) No sign regulated by this Section shall be located upon any public street, 
alley, sidewalk, right-of-way, easement, or other governmental property. 

 
(iii) No sign regulated by this Section shall be posted without the consent of 

the owner of the premises upon which the sign is posted. 
 

(iv) Any such sign found to be in an unsafe or deteriorated condition must be 
removed within two calendar days of receipt of notice by the Zoning 
Official. 

 
(v) No sign regulated by this Section may exceed in size twenty (20) sq. ft. 

in area. 
 

(vi) No sign regulated by this Section shall be installed or placed above the 
roofline. 

 
(vii) Any such sign shall be located entirely on-premises only. 

 
(viii) Any such sign must be located on the same zoning lot as the business or 

event advertised on the sign. 
 

(ix) No sign regulated by this Section may be illuminated. 
 

(x) Every temporary business sign shall be removed within twenty-four (24) 
hours of the date specified in the approval. 

 
(20)  Temporary or p Portable signs shall be permitted as follows: 
 

(a)   Temporary or p Portable signs shall be permitted only in the Historic District of the 
Township unless otherwise specifically permitted by ordinance and must obtain a 
certificate of appropriateness from the Historic Preservation Commission. 

 
(b)  Temporary or p Portable signs in the Historic District may be in the form of a black 
chalkboard easel (A-frame or sandwich board) type sign which shall be constructed of 
wood and shall not exceed 2 1/2 feet in width and four feet in total height, including a 
minimum of six inches for the legs of the sign, each side as measured from the ground to 
the top of the sign. 

 
(c)  Temporary or p Portable signs may be displayed only during business hours of 
operation and must be removed from public view at the close of business. 

 
(d)  Only one temporary or portable sign shall be permitted per lot. 

 
(e)  The temporary or portable sign must be located upon the lot it services. The sign 
shall not obstruct pedestrian or vehicular flow. 

 
(f)  Temporary or p Portable signs shall not obstruct any driveway or obstruct the sight 
lines of motorists entering and exiting a driveway. 

 
(g)  Temporary or p Portable signs shall not be internally or externally illuminated or 
include any lighting or sound-generation equipment. 

 
(h)  Temporary or p Portable signs shall be designed with a theme related to the 
individual businesses or zone district in which they are located and must be painted or 
otherwise finished. 

 
(i)  Temporary or p Portable shall not be attached or strapped to any pole, tree, fire 
hydrant or any other stationary fixture. 



(j)  Political signs are exempt from this section. 
 
Section 3. 
 
Repealer. 
 
All prior Ordinances or parts of Ordinances inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the 
extent of such inconsistencies. 
 
Section 4. 
 
Severability. 
 
Should any section, clause, sentence, phrase or provision of this Ordinance be declared unconstitutional 
or invalid by a Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this 
Ordinance. 
 
Section 5. 
 
When effective. 
 
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage and publication in accordance with law.   
   
        TOWNSHIP OF HARRISON 

 
 
             BY:      
              LOUIS F. MANZO, MAYOR 
ATTEST: 

 
       
CAROL L. PUSZTAY, Deputy Municipal Clerk 



NOTICE 
 
The Ordinance published herein was introduced and passed upon first reading at a meeting of 

the Mayor and Committee of the Township of Harrison, in the County of Gloucester and State of New 
Jersey, held on January 17, 2012.  It will be further considered for final passage, after public hearing 
hereon, at a meeting of said Mayor and Committee to be held in the Township’s Municipal Building, 114 
Bridgeton Pike, Mullica Hill, New Jersey 08062, in the Township, on February 21, 2012 at 7:30 P.M.  
During the week prior and up to and including the date of such meeting, copies of said Ordinance will be 
made available at the Clerk's office at the Municipal Building, 114 Bridgeton Pike, in the Township, to the 
members of the general public who shall request the same.  
 

              
       CAROL L. PUSZTAY 

Deputy Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 


